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Educator Proposes Peace 
Corps Replace ROTC 


The suggestion was made to President-elect 
Kennedy that ''Peace Corps" courses be incor- 
porated into the university curriculum as a re- 
guirement similar to ROTC (Reserve Officers 
Training Corps). The idea was proposed ina 
letter by Eric A. Walker, President of Penn- 
sylvania State University. 

Walker suggested thata program jointly ad- 
ministered by the federal government and the 
colleges and universities would be comparable 
to a modified and expanded ROTC program, 
Briefly stated, the purpose would be to "in- 
crease every student's awareness of his public 
responsibilities, and, second, to prepare se- 
lected leaders for professional services in 
either the military, civil defense or overseas 
technical assistance areas, "' 

Freshmenmenas wellas women, under the 
proposal, would be required to participate 
in one of the three areas. Selected upperclass- 
men who volunteered would be chosen for the 
advanced program. 

The only sustained national effort toward 
preparation for public service in colleges and 
universities has been through ROTC, Walker 
points out, and this currently is under a care- 
ful re-examination. And, he contends, the pro- 
gram outlined toreplace ROTC would be more 
relevant to our times. 

In other discussions of the Youth Peace 
Corps which are currently underway, General 
Hershey expressed the view that personnel for 
such a plan should be chosen with great care. 
He noted thathe had supervisedover 800 young 
men in overseas civilian positions, largely 
conscientious objectors. These men, he added, 
have done goodwork. The Director of Selective 
Service also mentioned to the conference of 
government and private officials exploring the 


Peace Corps proposal that the suggested goal 
of 10,000 youth would not deprive the System 


of men required for the military. 


Catholics and ~ 
Conscientious Objection 


Whether a Roman Catholic may bea consci- 
entious objector seems to bea perennial ques- 
tion surrounded with considerable confusion for 
Catholics and others alike. There have, how- 
ever, been statements by anumber of Catholic 
theologians to the effect that a Catholic has 
every right to take this position if he believes 
that Christ and the Church reguire this of him. 
This whole guestion has been left to the individ- 
ual conscience, largely, though there has been 
little support for the CO position. 

One of the central issues in the discussion 
has been the concept of "just war."' Thus, a 
statement by Father William R. O'Connor, 
Professor of Dogmatic Theology at St. Joseph's 
Seminary, New York, raises this particular 
issue. He says, "I respect and honor those 
who are in conscience opposed to taking up arms 
in any war, even in a just war of self-defence, 
and Iam very glad that our country respects 
this right. I am only too happy to defend this 
right, especially for Catholics when it is at- 
tacked or denied by their fellow-Catholics., "' 

A somewhat different view is expressed by 
Father Kane in the Cleveland, Ohio ''Catholic 
Universe Bulletin. '' His answer to the question, 
"May a Catholic be aconscientious objector ?'"' 
follows. 

"Certainly - provided what is meant is truly 
a ‘conscientious objector' and not a pacifist. 

"Although the term frequently is loosely used 
to include both types, it must be remembered, "' 
Father Kane writes, ''that a conscientious ob- 
jector is one who believes that a particular war 
is unjust, while a pacifist holds that all wars 
are unjust. 
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"In the light of the Church's teachings on the 
requirements or conditions for a just war, it 
would be wrong to say thatno war could be just. 
Some people who call themselves ‘conscientious 
objectors' hold such a view, and are really 
pacifists, 

"If apersonis really convinced thathis own 
country, and not the enemy, is anunjustagres- 
sor, in any particular war, then he, as any 
Christian, cannot morally fight on the side of 
injustice, but is bound toact in accord with his 
conscience. 

"War is notmerely anextension of the right 
of defending oneself. If it were, then an indi- 
vidual could refuse to fight even in a just war, 
foregoing his right to defend himself. But a 
just war is more than that. It implies also the 
duty of defending one's neighbor against unjust 
agression. Therefore the pacifist, who would 
refuse to fight in a just war (convinced that it 
really is a just defense) is ignoring his duty to 
his neighbor." 

Whether or not Father Kane's answer and 
use of terms is typically Catholic, there are 
dissenters who would not accept as categori- 
cally the statement that "it would be wrong to 
say that no war could be just,'' in view of the 
Church's teachings on just war. 

Father Gerald Vannin "The #£thics of Mod- 
ern War" writes: ''A just modern war is un- 
thinkable. A proper authority, a just cause, a 
right intention: these are according to St. 
Thomas the three prerequisites ofa just war.... 
Such a state of affairs, however, in the world 
today is to allintents and purposes impossible. 
...A just war is, in the concrete impossible, 
and the resort to warfare immoral." 


News Briefs 


The Department of Defense asked that 6, 000 
young men be drafted bothin the monthof Janu- 
ary andthe month of February 1961 to maintain 
strengthin the Army. Asof October 31, 1960, 
881, 115 were inthe Army, 628, 362 inthe Navy, 
176, 948 in the Marine Corps, and 815,720 in 
the Air Force. The total number of full-time 


military personnel therefore was 2,502,145. 
Draft calls are issued each month to maintain 
approximately this level, taking into account 
current levels of enlistmentand re-enlistment. 
3K 2S x 

College students wishing to take the 1961 
Selective Service College Qualification Test 
need to make applicationno later than April 6. 
The test will be given on April 27 and will be 
administered by the Educational Testing Service 
of Princeton, N. J. The tests will be scheduled 
at many points throught the country, and for 
those who have to travel more than 100 miles, 
special consideration will be given. Although 
college students doing satisfactory work have 
in general had little difficulty securinga student 
deferment, the test score isa valuable piece of 
information for evaluating the basis for student 
deferment. 

K * K 

Swiss supporters of alternative service, 
including both pacifists and non-pacifists, used 
recent top-level discussions of Army reform 
as an opportunity to renew their efforts fora 
more even treatment of those who refuse to 
perform military service. They called atten- 
tion to anumber of recentcases in which there 
was great variationin the lengths of sentences 
and other penalties imposed. Ina vote closer 
than ever before the Nationalrat managed to 
adhere to its traditional refusal of the civilian 
workalternative to military duty. The vote was 
63 to 46, despite ardent support for the proposal 
by several prominent council members. 


Eros or Error ? 


The Selective Service newsletter shared with 
its readers a story in a lighter veinof a young 
man in Pottawattamie County, Iowa, who re- 
quested a medical deferment from the draft. 
He described his ailmenton the form provided 
as "'romantic fever.'' The board clerk noted 
that if he meant to write rheumatic fever instead, 
he will probably be deferred. The Government, 
the clerkoffered, doesnot recognize lovesick- 
ness as a disabling disease. 
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